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a 5 y 8 Exhibited to the 
Church-Wardens and Side - men | 
_"T | Of every Pariſh within the | 
= - - Diocee of @TX Fer D. 
| In the Year of our Lord 1748. | 
5 To which are Prefized, | i l 


The OATHS of the Church-wardens and Side-men, 


8 e 


Some DIRECTIONS concerning Profentments; Regiſter- Bills Churchs 


warde ns Rates and Accounts. , 


The Church- warden 8 Oath. 


OU ſhall Swear, truly and faithfully to exe⸗ 

cute the Dffice of a Church-warden Within 
your Pariſh, and according to the beſt of your 
Skill and Knowlege preſent ſuch Things and 
Perſons, as to pour Knowlege are preſentable 
by the Laws Eccleltaſtical of this Realm. 


So ** you God, and the Contents of this Book. 


* 


The Side- - man's Oath. 


N 


to the Church-wardens of your Pariſh in 
the Execution of their Dtkice, ſo far as by Law 
vou are An 


So help you God. 


ON han Swear; That you will be aſſiſtant 


3 
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Directions concerning PRE&ENTMENTS. 


Canon «xvi. Notorious Offenders not to be admitted to the Communion. 


N Miniſter ſhall in any wiſe admit to the receiving of the holy Communion, — 
any Church-wardens or Side-men, who having taken their Oaths to preſent to their 


Grdiinaries all ſuch . Offences as they are particularly charged to inquire of in their 
_ ſeveral Pariſhes, ſhall (n 


1 otwithſtanding their ſaid Oaths, and that their faithful diſcharging 
of them is the chief Means whereby publick Sins and Offences may be reformed and pu- 
niſhed) wittingly and willingly, deſperately and irreligioufly incur the horrible Crime of Per- 
jury, either in neglecting or in refuſing to preſent fach of the ſaid Enormities and publick 
Offences as they know themſelyes to be committed in their faid Pariſhes, or are notoriouſly 


offenſive to the Congregation there, although they be urged by ſome of their Neighbours, 


or by their Miniſter, or by their Ordinary himfelf, to diſcharge their Conſciences by pre- 
fenting of them, and not to incur wo deſperately the ſaid horrible Sin of Perjury. | 


Canon cxvii. Church-wardens not to be troubled for not preſenting 
oftner than twice a Year. | 
— EITHER ſhall they, nor any of them, after their Preſentments exhibited at 


—_ any of thoſe times, be any further troubled for the ſame, except upon manifeſt 
and evident Proof it may appear, that they did then willingly and wittingly omit to preſent 


ſome ſuch publick Crime or Crimes as they knew to be committed, or could not be ig- 


norant that there was then a publick Fame of them, or unleſs there be very juſt Cauſe to 
call them for the Explanation of their former Preſentments. In which caſe of wilful Omiſ- 
ſion, their Ordinaries ſhall proceed againſt them in ſuch ſort as in Caufes of wilful Perjury 


in a Court Eccleſiaſtical it is already by Law provided. 


Canon cxviii. The old Church-wardens to make their Preſentments 
before the new be ſworn, 


continue until the new Church- wardens, that ſhall ſucceed them, be ſworn, which 

be the firſt Week after Eaſter, or ſome Week following, according to the Direction 

of the Ordinary. Which Time ſo —_— (hall always be one of the two Times in 
every Year, when the Miniſter and Church-wardens, and Side-men of every Pariſh ſhall 
exhibit to their ſeveral Ordinaries, the Preſentments of ſuch Enormities as have happen'd 
in their Pariſhes ſince their laſt Preſentments. And this Duty they ſhall perform re 
the new choſen Church-wardens and Side-men be ſworn, and ſhall not be ſuffered to paſs over 
the ſaid Preſentments to thoſe that are newly come into Office, and are by Intendment 


T HE Office of all Church-wardens and Side-men ſhall be reputed ever hereafter to 
ſha 


ignorant of ſuch Crimes, under pain of thoſe Cenſures which are appointed for the Refor- 


mation of ſuch Dalliers and Diſpenſers with their own Conſciences and Oaths. 


Canon cxix. Convenient time to be aſſigned for framing Preſentments. 


OR the avoiding of ſuch Inconveniencies as heretofore have happen'd by the haſty 
F making of Bills of Preſentments, upon the Days of the Viſitation and Synods, it is 
Ordered, That always hereafter every Chancellor, Archdeacon, Commiſſary and Official, 
and every other Perſon having Eccleſiaſtical Juriidiction, at the ordinary time when the 
Church-wardens are ſworn: and the 1 and Biſhops when he or they do ſummon 
their Viſitation, ſhall deliver, or cauſe to be delivered to the Church-wardens, Queſt- men 


and Side- men of every Pariſh, or to ſome of them, ſuch Books of Articles, as they or any 
of them ſhall require, for the Year following, the ſaid Church-wardens, Queft-men and 


Side-men, to ground their Preſentments upon, at ſuch _— as they are to exhibit —_ 
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In which Book ſhall be contained the Form of the Oath which muſt be taken imme- 5 
diately before every ſuch Preſentment: to the intent that having beforehand time ſuf- | 

| ficient, not only to peruſe and conſider what their ſaid Oath ſhall be, but the Articles alſo 
whereupon they are to ground their Preſentments, they may frame them at home both 
adviſedly and truly, to the Diſcharge of their own Conſciences, after they are ſworn, as 
becometh honeſt and godly Men. 2+ 


Directions concerning REc1sTER-BILLSs. Sis 
Canon lxx. Mzniſters to keep a Regiſter of Chriſtenings, Weddings and 


urials. 


. — ND the Church-wardens ſhall once every Year within one Month after the 

: ave and twentieth Day of March, tranſmit unto the Bilhop of the Dioceſe, or 

his Chancellor, a true Copy of the Names of all Perſons Chriſtened, Married or Buried in 

their Pariſh the Year before (ended the ſaid five and twentieth Day of March) and the certain 

Days and Months in which every ſuch Chriſtening, Marriage and Burial was had, to be 

4 ſubſcribed with the Hands of the faid Miniſter and Church-wardens, to the end the ſame 

A | | may faithfully be 1 in the Regiſtry of the ſaid Biſhop: which Certificate [hall be 
= received without Fee. | 


| N. B. The Church-wardens in their Regiſter- Bills are required to diſtinguiſh Children by the 
C Addition of the Names of their Parents, Wives from Widows, and Men by their Qualities, 
| Profeſſions and Imployments ; and in the Marriages to diſtinguiſh which were married by Banns 
and which by Licenſe. | 


] 


: Directions concerning Church-wardens RATES and | 

£ ACCOUNTS. — 
Canon Ixxxix. The Choice of Church-wardens, and their Account. | \ 

— ND all Church-wardens at the end of their Year, or within a Month after at | 1 i 


the moſt, ſhall before the Miniſter and the Pariſhioners, give up a juſt Account of 
. ſuch Money as they have received, and alſo what particularly they have beſtowed in Repa- 
| | rations, and otherwiſe for the Uſe of the Church. And laſt of all, going out of their Office, 
_ | they ſhall truly deliver up to the Pariſhioners whatſoever Money or other Things of right 
Z belonging to the Church or Pariſh, which remaineth in their Hands, that it may be delivered 
>" over by them to the next Church: wardens by Bill indented. 
IPhereas great Inconveniencies ariſe to Church-wardens by delaying to make their Rates until 
the end of their Year, ſuch Rates remaining in part uncollected at their going out of their Office, 
whereby they frequently meet with Trouble and Law-Suits by vexatious and litigious Perſons, 
and are unreaſonably kept out of the Money they have neceſſarily expended: 
In order to prevent the ſame, it will be adviſable, that the new Church-wardens do within 4 
Month after they are ſworn into their Office, give notice for the holding of a Veſtry, for paſſing 
| of the late Church-wardens Accounts, and making 4 Rate: and that they do againſt ſuch time 
prepare an Eftimate of the Charges which may be wanting for the neceſſary Repairs and decent 
8 Ornaments of the Church, and other Charges relating to their Office for the enſuing Tear; and at” 
*_ 8 --—tbe time of paſſing the old Church-wardens Accounts, lay the ſame before the Veſtry, and obtain a 
S Rate to be made, which if refuſed, they may apply to the Eccleſiaſtical Court to compel them 
: thereto according to Law. For Church-wardens are not obliged by Law to expend their ows 
| Money for the Uſe of the Pariſh, unleſs it be thro' their own Careleſſneſs and Neglect. 
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ARTICLES of Viſitation, Sc. 


T1 \ 
Concerning Churches and Chapels ; the Fabrick, Furniture and 
Ornaments thereunto belonging. 


1 3» I. TS your Pariſh-Church or Chapel (as well the Chancel as the Body 
| 8 thereof) in good and ſufficient Repair? 2. Are the Roofs well 
covered with Lead, Tile, Slate or other proper Covering? z. Are the 1 
Windows well glazed? 4. Are the Floors kept paved, plain, and even? = 
5. Are the Seats well and conveniently placed? 6. Are all Things in | = 
general ſo decently ordered and kept, as becometh the Houſe of God? _ 1 
II. Hath the Steeple or Tower of your Church or Chapel, or any 1 
part thereof, been taken down? 2. How long ſince, and upon what _ 
Occaſion was it done? 3. Have any of the Bells, Lead or Materials = 
thereunto belonging, been imbezell'd, ſold, or otherwiſe made away? 
or do any of theſe ſtill remain in any private Hands? and in whoſe | 
Hands do they remain? | | | 

III. Have you in your Church or Chapel, a Bible of the laſt Tranſ- 4 
lation, and of the largeſt Volume, together with the Common- Prayer 
Bock of the ſame? | | 

IV. Haye you the Books of Homilies ſet forth by Authority ? 

2, Have you a printed Table hung up of the Degrees wherein Mar- 
riage is prohibited? 

V. Is there in your ſaid Church or Chapel, a Font of Stone, ſet in 

the ancient uſual Place, for the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm? 2. Is there 
a convenient and decent Table for the Celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion? 3. Is it covered in time of Divine Service with a Carpet of 
Silk or other decent Stuff; and with a fair Linen Cloth at the time of the 
Miniſtration of the Holy Sacrament? 4. Have you a fair Communion- 
Cup or Chalice, with Paten and Flaggons proper for that Service? 5. Are 
they kept only for this Uſe, and not employed to any other ? 

VI. Have you in your Church or Chapel a convenient Seat or Pew, 4 
for your Miniſter to read Divine Service in; together With a come 4 
and decent Pulpit for the preaching of God's Word? _ 1 
VII. Have you a large and fitting Surplice and Hood for the Mini- 
ſter to wear when he officiates in the Church, and eſpecially when he 
adminiſters the Holy Communion? And is the ſame Surplice duly 
waſhed and repaired at the Charge of the Pariſh? | 

VIII. Have you a Regiſter- Book of Parchment, wherein to enter the 
Day and Year of every Chriſtening, Wedding and Burial within your 
Pariſh? 2. Are the Names of all Perſons chriſtened, together with 
the Names or Sirnames of their Parents, and alſo the Names of all 


Perſons 
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Perſons married and buried in the Pariſh the Week before, with the 


Day and Year of every ſuch Chriſtening, Marriage and Burial, duly 
entered into the ſaid Book? 3. For the ſafe keeping of the ſaid Book, 


have you a Coffer with three Locks and Keys, provided according to 


the Canon in that behalf? 
IX. Have you a _, with a black Hearſe-Cloth, for the Burial of 


your Dead? 

X. Is your Church or Chapel kept free from all profane Uſes? 
2. Are any Feaſts, Juries, Temporal Courts, Leets or Mafters kept in 
your Church, Chapel, or Church- yard? 

XI. Are there any who refuſe to pay their Rates towards the Repair 
of the Church, and the providing of ſuch 1hings as are neceſſary for 
the Service of Almighty God? 
| TI r. II. — . the . and the Hauſes, Glebe, 

=  Tythes, and other Dues belonging to the Church. 

X11. Is your Church - yard ſufficiently fenced with Walls, Pales or 
Rails? And is it kept decent and free from all Annoyances? 2. Do 
you know any. Perſon who hath incroached upon the ſame, or made 
any Door into it, out of his own Ground, without Allowance from 
the Ordinary? 3. Have any Trees growing therein been cut down, 
and by whom, and for what Uſe? 

XIII. Is the Houſe belonging to your Miniſter, together with all 
the Out-houſes thereunto appertaining, kept in good and ſufficient Re- 
pair? 2. Hath any Part of the ſaid Houle, 5 any of the ſaid Out- 
houſes been pulled down, or defaced, without Licenſe from the Ordi- 
nary? Hath any Perſon, that you know of, encroached upon any 
Lands thereunto belonging? Or cut down any Trees growing there- 
on? Or removed the ancient Marks and Boundaries of the ſame? | 

XIV. Have any of the ancient Glebe Lands belonging to the Par- 
ſonage, or Vicarage, or any Houſes or Out-houſes been taken away or 


exchanged, without the Licence of the Ordinary, and free Conſent of 


the Incumbent? 2, Have any Incloſures been made in your Pariſh to 
the Detriment of your Miniſter? And when was this done? 

XV. Hath a Terrar of the ſaid Glebe Lands, Houſes, &c. been duly 
taken, and brought into the Biſhop's Regiſtry, according to the — 


of our Church? 
T Ir. III. Concerning the C 


XVI. Is your Miniſter a Perſon of a ſober Life — Converſation: > 2.1s C 
his Dreſs and Apparel decent? 3. Or is his Carriage in any kind dil- 
orderly, ſcandalous, and unbecoming a Minifter * 

XVII. Is he reſident upon his Benefice ; or, if not, hath he a Curate 
allowed of by the Biſhop, who conſtantly refides among you? 2. What 
Stipend hath that Curate? 3. Doth he ſerve any other Cure beſides ; 
what is that Cure, and what Diſtance from your Pariſh? 


XVIII. 


4 

XVIII. Doth your Miniſter read the whole Morning and Evening Ser- 
vices of the Church, as preſcribed by the Book of Common Prayer, every 
Sunday, with an audible and diſtinct Voice, without Omiſſion, or Altera- 
tion? 2. Doth he alſo preach every Sunday, unleſs hindered by Sickneſs 
or other reaſonable Impediment? z. Doth he uſe the Form of Prayer before 
his Sermon which the Canon preſcribeth, or ſome other to the ſame Pur- 
poſe; and doth he therein Pray for the King and Royal Family by Name? 

XX. Doth any Perſon preach as a Lecturer in your Church or Chapel? 
Was he, before he entered upon his Lecture, approved and Licenſed ac- 
cording to the laſt Act of Uniformity? 2. Doth he before his Lecture 
read Divine Service once every Month, and declare his Aſſent and Conſent 
to the Book of Common-Prayer, as the ſaid Act requires? And is he in all 
reſpects conformable to the Laws and Orders of the Church of England? 

XX. Doth your Minifter adminifter the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per ſo often that every Pariſhioner may receive it at leaft three times in 
the Year? 2. Doth he diligently inftruct the Youth of your Pariſh in 
the Church Catechiſm ? 1 


* 


XXI. Doth he refuſe or neglect to viſit the Sick; or delay the Bap- 


tiſm of any Infant in danger of Death? 

XXII. Hath your Miniſter, or any other, married any clandeftinely in a 
private Houſe? 2. Or Irregularly, without Banns, Licenſe or Diſpenſa- 
tion? Without Conſent of Parents or Guardians? And who have been 

ſo married? | ; 
i= TI. IV. Concerning the Pariſhioners. 

XXIII. Is there any Perſon in your Pariſh who liveth under a common 
Fame or Suſpicion of Inceſt, Adultery or Fornication? 2. Are there any 
common Drunkards, common Swearers, or Blaſphemers of God's Name? 

XXIV. Are there any Perſons in your Pariſh that abſent themſelves 
from the Church on Sundays, and reſort to no other Aſſembly for the 
Pablick Worſhip of God, which is by Law tolerated? 2. Are there any 
who behave themſelves diſorderly in the Church > 
XXV. Are there any who follow their C_ or ordinary Labour 
on Sundays, or who compel or permit their Children or Servants ſo to 
do? 2. Are there any who keep open Shop, or ſuffer Perſons to tipple 
in their Houſes on Sunday? | | 

XXVI. Are there any who are denounced and declared Excommuni- 
cated for any Crime? 2. How long have they been ſo Excommunicated ? 
3. Are they ſuffered to come to Church; or do any keep Society with 
them before they are reconciled to the Church, and abſolved? 

XXVII. Are there any who have been unlawfully married, contrary 
to the Laws of God? 2. Or any who being lawfully married, and not 
{ſeparated or divorced by Courſe of Law, do not cohabit together? 

XXVIIL Are there any Wills of Perſons dead in your Pariſh not yet 
proved, or any Goods adminiſtred without Authority from the Ordinary ? 

| Yy 2. Are 


/ 
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2. Are there any Gifts or Legacies made or left to the Church, Poor, or to 
other Pious Uſes? what are they: > how have they been beſtowed: ? have 
they been miſemploy d or embezzled ? 

XXIX. Is there any Diſpute or Contention among your Pariſhioners 
about Pews or Seats in the Church? Have any Pews, Galleries or Monu- 
ments been erected in your Chancel, Church or Chapel? 2. Have any 
Vaults been made in any of them without Licenſe or Faculty from the 
Ordinary? 3. Has any buried Corps been removed without Licenſe ? 

Tir. V. Concerning Pariſh and Church-Officers. 

XXX. Are your Church-wardens choſen every Year in Eaſter-Week 
by the Miniſter and Pariſhioners, or one by the Miniſter, and the other by 
the Pariſhioners ? 

XXXI. Have the laſt Church-wardens given a juſt Account to the 
Miniſter and Pariſhioners, and delivered up whatſoeyer Money or other 
things do of right belong to the Church or Pariſh? 

XXII. Have you a Pariſh-Clerk of 20 Years of Age or upwards, 
and well qualified for the decent and laudable Diſcharge of that Office ? 
2. Particularly hath he competent Skill in the ſinging of Pſalms? 3. Is 
he a Perſon of good Life and ſober Converſation? 

XXXIII. Doth he, or the Sexton, open and ſhut the Church-doors 
at due times, and toll the Bell for Divine Service at the uſual Hours? 
2. Doth he, or the Sexton, take care that the Church be kept clean, 
from Duſt, and Cobwebs, aud the l:ke Annoyances? 

Fr; VI. Concerning Hoſpitals, Alms-houſes, Schools and School- 
maſters, Phyſicians, Chirurgeons and Midwivet. 

XXXIV. Is there any Hoſpital, Alms-Houſe, or Free-School founded 
in your Pariſh? 2. Are the Revenues thereof rightly employ d accord- 
ing to the Intentions of the Founder, and of ſuch Ordinances and Sta- 
tutes as have been made concerning the ſame ? 

XXXV. Doth any Perſon keep a publick or private School in your 
Pariſh without Licenſe ? 2. Is your School-maſter a Perſon of regular 
Life, and ſober Converſation? 3. Doth he duly attend and perform the 
Buſineſs of his Station? 4. Doth he teach his Scholars the Catechiſm ſer 
forth by Authority? 5. Doth he cauſe them orderly to repair to their 
Church or Chapel, and ſee that they behave themſelves there quietly 
and reverently during the time of Divine Service and Sermon? 

XXXVI. Do any in your Pariſh practiſe Phyſick, or Chirurgery, or 
Midwifery without Licence from the Ordinary ? 

ITI. VII. Of Apparitors, and other Ecclefi aftical Officers. 

XXX VI1. Bas any Apparitor, or any other Eccleſiaſtical Officer in this 
Dioceſe, taken any Bribe for Concealment or Impunity of Delinquents ? 
2. Or have they threatned Proſecutions where they have had no Re- 
ward? z. Or any otherwiſe misbehayed themſelves in their Offices? 
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